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Introduction
This book has been in preparation for many
years. By the time I had completed college,
advanced flight ratings, certificates, and airline
training, I had thousands of initials and abbre-
viations that were needed the first day of my
private pilot ground school.

This book is compiled mostly from what was
written on black, blue, and green chalkboards
and from a few class handouts. These classes
include global navigation, fuel and lubricants,
turbines, aircraft reciprocating power plants,
meteorology, aircraft electronics, aircraft air-
frames, aviation safety, numerous ground
schools, and many other aviation seminars and
classes devoted to similar topics. The book
contains initials either commonly used in the
cockpit, in ground training, or in stories from
fellow pilots. I hope this book will be helpful
throughout your future as an aviator or avia-
tion enthusiast.

There are a few things you should know to help
in your search for the unknown meaning
behind the mysterious letters in this book. The
first and largest section of the book is the
abbreviations and initials chapter. Several
chapters dealing with more specific categories
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follow. Each chapter is in alphabetical order to
make reference simple. Start your search in
Chapter One. If the meaning is not found
there, check the weather-related chapter. If you
still can't find the meaning, consider the possi-
ble context of the abbreviation/initials and
search the relevant chapter alphabetically. If
you are unsuccessful after checking all chapters
of this book, then try logistics. Most abbrevia-
tions are created by removing vowels and leav-
ing only the consonants. Although many of the
abbreviations and initials have both general
and weather-related meanings, they aren't list-
ed in both chapters. Therefore, if you don't find
it in one chapter, try another. Abbreviations
and initials have been placed in the chapter
that deals with their most common use.

When you find your abbreviation/initials, look
at how they are printed. If all the letters are
capitals, then they are initials. In other words,
the first letter of each main word is used to
make the short form of common reference.

Example:
AFD Airport Facility Directory
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If the letters are all in lowercase, they form an
abbreviation for a word.

Example:
dsplcd displaced

There are a few exceptions to this format. If it
is a single-letter abbreviation, it is also a
capital.

Example:
I Injected

Abbreviations commonly written in capital
letters (such as on charts or in directories)
appear that way in the book.

Example:
RGT TFC Right Traffic

Months also have their first letter capitalized.
Example:
Sep September

The weather chapter is in capital letters
because that is how most weather reports are
printed.

Example:
LTGICCCCG Lightning In Clouds,

Cloud to Cloud, and
Cloud to Ground
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If there is more than one meaning for an
abbreviation, the meanings appear on the same
line.

Example:
mod modulate, modulation

With the initials, if there is more than one
meaning, each meaning is on a separate line.

Example:
DA Decision Altitude
DA Density Altitude

This is because abbreviations are only one
word and require less space. Initials are several
words and require their own line.

This book does not include all clubs,
organizations, associations, companies, and so
forth. Only the most common ones are listed.
Under no circumstances should this book
replace instruction from a flight instructor.
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ONE

Abbreviations
and Initials

A Alert
A Class "A" airspace
A&E Airframe and Engine
A&ME Aeronautical and Mechanical

Engineering
A&P Airframe and Power plant
A/A Air to Air
A/B Afterburner
A/C Aircraft
A/C Approach Control
A/F Air-to-Fuel ratio
A/FD Airport/Facility Directory
A/G Air to Ground
A/H Altitude or Height
A/P Autopilot
A/S Airspeed
AAAE American Association of Airport

Executives
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A ADC Approach And Departure Control
AAF Army Air Force
AAI Angle of Approach Indicator
AAI Arrival Aircraft Interval
AAL Above Aerodrome Level
AAS Advanced Automation System
AAS Airport Advisory Service
AAS American Astronautical Society
AB Air Base
abate abatement
abbr abbreviation
ABC After Bottom Center
ABDC After Bottom Dead Center
abm abeam
abnml abnormal
abs absolute
AC Advisory Circular
AC Aerodynamic Center
AC Air Carrier
AC Air Conditioning
AC Alternating Current
AC Form Airman Certification Form
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ACARS Aircraft Communications
Addressing and Reporting System

ACAS Airborne Collision Avoidance
System

ACC Active Clearance Control
ACC Air Coordinating Committee
ACC Area Control Center
ACCC Area Control Computer Complex
accel accelerate
access accessory
accum accumulate, accumulation
ACDO Air Carrier District Office
ACE Aviation Career Education
acft aircraft
ACI Airport Council International
ACLS Automatic Carrier Landing System
ACLT Actual Calculated Landing Time
ACN Airborne Classification Number
ACO Aircraft Certification Office
ACP Airlift Command Post
ACP Aniline Cloud Point
ACR Air Carrier
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ACR Air Corps Reserve
act actual
ACT GS Actual Ground Speed
actuat actuating
actvt activate
actvty activity
AD Airworthiness Directive
AD Apparent Drift
ADAS Aircraft Departure and Arrival

Sequencing
ADCUS Advise Customs
ADF Automatic Direction Finder
ADI Attitude Director Indicator
ADIZ Air Defense Identification Zone
adj adjacent, adjustable
ADLY Arrival Delay
adm administration
ADM Aeronautical Decision Making
ADMA Aviation Distributors and

Manufacturers Association
ADO Airport District Office
ADR Advisory Route
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ADS Air Data System
adv advisory
AEEC Airline Electronic Engineering

Committee
AEF American Expeditionary Forces
AEG Aircraft Evaluation Group
aero aerodrome, aerodynamic,

aeronautical
AESOP Aircraft, Environment, Situation,

Operation, and Personnel
AF&E Airframe and Engine
AFA Air Force Association
AFB Air Force Base
AFCEA Armed Forces Communications and

Electronics Association
AFD Airport Facility Directory
AFFF Aqueous Film Forming Foam
AFI African-Indian Ocean region

(ICAO)
AFI Authorized Flight Instructor
AFIS Aerodrome Flight Information

Service
AFL Above Field Level
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AFM Aircraft Flight Manual
AFOVRN Air Force Overrun
AFR Actual Fuel Remaining
AFSC Aggregate Friction Seal Coat
AFSS Automated Flight Service Station
AFTI Advanced Fighter Technology

Integration
AGB Accessory Gearbox
AGI Advanced Ground Instructor
AGI Authorized Ground Instructor
AGL Above Ground Level
agri agriculture
AH Artificial Horizon
AHS American Helicopter Society
AI Attitude Indicator
AIA Aircraft Industries Association of

America
AIAA American Institute of Aeronautics

and Astronautics
AIF Instrument Flight Instructor—

Airplane (added rating)
ail aileron
AIM Airman's Information Manual

6



Abbreviations and Initials

AIP Aeronautical Information
Publication

AIP Airport Improvement Program
AIRMET Airman's Meteorological

information
airpl airplane
AIS Aircraft Integrating System
AIT Auto Ignition Temperature
AIT Automated Information Transfer
ALA Authorized Landing Area
ale alcohol
ALERFA Alert Phase
ALF Auxiliary Landing Field
ALNOT Alert Notice
ALPA Airline Pilots Association
ALS Approach Light System
ALSF-I Approach Light System with

sequenced Flashing lights
ALSF-II Approach Light System with

sequenced Flashing lights and red
side row bars the last 1000 ft

ALSTG Altimeter Setting
alt alternate, altimeter
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altd altitude
altm altimeter
ALTRV Altitude Reservation
alum aluminum
AM Amplitude Modulation
AMA Area Minimum Altitude
AMASS Airport Movement Area Safety

System
amdt amendment
AME Aviation Medical Examiner
AMEL Airplane Multi-Engine Land
AMES Airplane Multi-Engine Sea
AMM Aircraft Maintenance Manual
AMOS Automatic Meteorological

Observing Station
amp ampere
AMSL Absolute Mean Sea Level
AMT Aviation Maintenance Technician
AMVER Automated Mutual-assistance

Vessel Rescue system
AN Air Force-Navy
ANDB Air Navigation Development

Board
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